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Environmental Compliance Programs Group National Nuclear Security Administration
Los Alamos National Laboratory
P.O. Box 1663, K490
Los Alamos, NM 87545
505-667-0666

Los Alamos Field Office
3747 West Jemez Road, A316

Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-665-7314/Fax 505-667-5948

Symbol: EPC-DO: 26-113
     Date: May 28, 2026 
        LA-UR: 26-24208 

Locates Action No.: U2200542

Justin Ball, Chief
Ground Water Quality Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department
Harold Runnels Building, Room N2261
Santa Fe, NM  87502

Subject:    DP-1132, Condition Number 2, Notification of Changes, Technical Area 52 Solar 
Evaporation Tank System Upgrades

Dear Mr. Ball: 

On May 5, 2022, the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) issued Discharge Permit DP-1132 to 
the U.S. Department of Energy, National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) and Triad National 
Security, LLC (Triad) for discharges of treated effluent from the Technical Area 50 Radioactive Liquid 
Waste Treatment Facility (RLWTF).  Pursuant to Permit Condition Number 2, Notification of Changes, a 
written notification must be submitted to NMED for any changes to the RLWTF’s disposal system.

The Solar Evaporation Tank (SET) System is a component regulated under DP-1132 and is authorized to 
receive treated effluent from the RLWTF.  The SET was originally constructed in 2012 but has never been 
placed into service.  Upgrades will be completed prior to the SET being placed into service.  Planned SET 
upgrades include: replacement of the two synthetic liners and leak detection system originally installed at 
the site, installation of new piping transferring treated effluent into, and out of, the tanks, and piping 
modifications at the Technical Area 50 RLWTF to facilitate required water tightness testing of the piping 
conveying treated effluent from the RLWTF to the SET.  The planned SET upgrades are described in 
Attachment 1.  

Please contact Robert A. Gallegos at (505) 901-3824 or robert.gallegos@nnsa.doe.gov or contact Brian M. 
Iacona at (505) 500-6038 or biacona@lanl.gov if you have questions regarding this notification. 
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Mr. Justin Ball, NMED
EPC-DO: 26-113

May 28, 2026 
Page 2

An Equal Opportunity Employer / Managed by Triad National Security, LLC, for the U.S. Department of Energy’s NNSA

 Sincerely, Sincerely,

Sarah S. Holcomb
Group Leader
Environmental Compliance Programs
Triad National Security, LLC

Robert A. Gallegos
Permitting and Compliance Program Manager
National Nuclear Security Administration
U.S. Department of Energy

Attachment:  Attachment 1 DP-1132 Permit Condition Number 2, Notification of Changes, Technical 
Area 52 Solar Evaporation Tank System Upgrades
Attachment 2 Solar Evaporation Tank System Site Plan

Copy:  Justin Ball, NMED-GWQB, justin.ball@env.nm.gov
Jason Herman, NMED-GWQB, jason.herman@env.nm.gov   
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DP-  

Technical Area 5  lar a ra n Tan  e  ra e  

a. Date process change is planned to be implemented:
Thi  r  i  e ec e   e in on, or a er, June 29, 2026. 

. 
The Technical Area (TA) 52 olar a ora on Tan  e  ( T) i  er i e  under i char e er i

2 o recei e rea ed e uen  ro  he TA-50 adioac e i uid a e Trea en  acili  ( T ).
The T i  a concre e ruc ure i h a dou le-lined n he c liner and lea  de ec on e
in alled e een each liner.  The T a  con ruc ed in 20 2 and ha  an a ocia ed oil oi ure

oni orin  e , con i n  o  elo  round orehole , in alled in 20 , u  he T ha  ne er
recei ed rea ed e uen  ro  he T .

rior o u n  he T in o er ice and ran errin  rea ed e uen  ro  he T  o he T, he
ollo in  u rade  ill e i le en ed

) The o n he c liner  and lea  de ec on e  ori inall  in alled hen he T a
con ruc ed ill e re laced i h i ilar e ui alen  e ui en  ( ri ar  liner  60 il hi h-den i

ol e h lene, econdar  liner  0 il hi h-den i  ol e h lene).

2) e  ainle - eel i in  ill e in alled a  he T.  our-inch ainle  eel i in  ill connec
he T u hou e i h each e a ora on a in or ran er o  rea ed e uen  ro  he
u hou e in o he e a ora on a in .  Three-inch ainle - eel i in  ill connec  he T
u hou e i h each e a ora on a in or ran er o  rea ed e uen  ro  each a in.

3) A ne  piping pool piece ill e in alled a  he TA-50 T , ena ling i ola on and e ng o  he
con e ance line connec ng he T  o he T o acili a e a er gh ne  e ng re uired 

er i  ondi on u er , a er Tigh ne  Te ng, o e co ple ed.

A ach en  2 include  he T i e plan or hi  pro ec . 

c.
The e change  are eing per or ed in prepara on or di charging rea ed e uen  ro  he TA-50

T  in accordance i h - 32 and o acili a e u ure a er gh ne  e ng o  he con e ance
line connec ng he T  o he T.

d.
The e i ng liner  and lea  de ec on e  ill e re o ed ro  he T.

e. Units or components being incorporated into the process:
e  ainle - eel piping, n he c liner , and lea  de ec on e  ill e in alled.
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o rea ed e uen  ha  e er een ran erred ro  he T  o he T and no con a inan
a ocia ed i h he T  are pre en .  hen he piping pool piece i  in alled in he e i ng

a e a er line  a  he TA-50 T , re idual a e a er i hin he e i ng piping ill e
con ained, collec ed and proce ed hrough he T , and econdar  con ain en  ill e u li ed

enea h e i ng piping eing cu  o pre en  an  relea e  o he en iron en .

o  in alla on pipe e ng ill e co ple ed on all ne l  in alled piping o en ure he e  i  
unc oning properl  prior o eing pu  in o er ice. 

g.
The ne l  in alled n he c liner , lea  de ec on e , ainle  eel piping, and a er gh ne
e ng connec on  ill re ain in place a  he T and T  or u ure u e.
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