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is edition of Homesteading on the Pajarito Plateau, 1887-1942,
Is dedicated to our colleague Dorothy Hoard.
Her unguenchable passion to discover, to understand, and to share
what she learned has contributed to almost every page of this book.

Dorothy Hoard, 1932-2014






“We have lived up to all the rules etc of the homestead law....Possibly if you
knew some of the hard ships of a homesteader you would be more lenient....
ere is no justice or anything else in it, and | hope you will see it your self”

Pajarito Plateau homesteader Mrs. R. G. McDougall
to the U.S. Secretary of the Interior,
December 29, 1913.
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cARTography by A. Kron 12/7/2011

The Pajarito Plateau and its environs. In 1953, Edgar L. Hewitt explained how the plateau was named: “Some years ago, | proposed the name Pajarito Plateau for the eastern side of the watershed
of the Jemez mountain range. (The larger term, Jemez Plateau, embraces both sides of the watershed.) It was generally accepted and was applied to the region lying east of the foothills, limited
on the east by the Rio Grande, north by the Rio Chama, and south by the Canada de Cochiti. It varies from ten to twenty miles in width, is about forty miles long and roughly crescent-shaped. It is
boldly de ned on all sides.” — Edgar L. Hewitt,The Pajarito Plateau and its Ancient PeoplédNM Press; School of American Research; 1953; p. 7. (Map: cARTography by Andrea Kron)



Dedicated to the memory of those original homesteaders
who took the risks, made the e ort, met the challenges, and
gave up their land “for the good of the nation.”
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Preface

is book has been written primarily for the descendants nation: individual independence; the right to own land
of the families who homesteaded the Pajarito Plateau in and to enjoy the privileges that come with it; the belief
northern New Mexico beginning in the late 1880s. It is that the land and the farmers who worked it were the basis
intended to serve as a record of a lifestyle now long gonedf the nation's wealth, prosperity, and virtues. omas
that spanned just over half a century. During the y-ve Je erson wrote to James Madison that “our govern-
years between 1887—when the rst o cial application ~ ments will remain virtuous for many centuries as long
for a homestead on the plateau was made—and late 194 they are chie y agricultural; and this will be as long
when the United States government began the condemnas there shall be vacant lands in any part of America.”
tion process to acquire privately owned properties as part
of the Manhattan Project's secret Project Y, about thirty- € people who homesteaded those vacant lands can
six individuals, mostly Hispanic farmers and ranchers, be considered heroes, although not in the commonly
established homesteads and used the resources of the used sense of the world. ey lived their lives far from
plateau to supplement a subsistence-based way of life. the spotlight—lives that were lled with privations and
hardships, with failures as well as successes. But surely
Although the homesteaders were compensated nanciallgheir accomplishments, in the di cult and challenging
for their land and the improvements they had made, theyenvironment of the Pajarito Plateau, can be considered
received less than an eighth of the total amount paid by heroic. On an individual level, homesteaders supported
the government to the major Anglo landowners on the themselves and their families by the sweat of their
plateau. e largest payments went to the Los Alamos brow and the labor of their hands. On a national level,
Ranch School and the nearby Anchor Ranch. Decades they helped push the American frontier westward
a er the government appropriated the land on the plateaudy settling in remote areas, and they increased the
for the war e ort during World War 11, the descendants  Vvalue of raw land by cultivating and improving it.
and heirs of the displaced homesteader families took legal
action to remedy the disparity. In 2004, the U.S. Congres$ history of homesteading on the Pajarito Plateau, as
approved the creation of a $10 million compensation fundarticular as it is to its speci c location, is nonetheless
to be divided among claimants who could prove kinship imbedded in our national history. It occurred not only
to the evicted homesteadéras part of the settlement,  in the apparent peaceful isolation of a rugged section
the Department of Energy agreed to write, for the claim- of northern New Mexico but in the midst of turbulent

ants, a history of homesteading on the Pajarito Plateau. national and international events as well. As remote as
the Pajarito Plateau was from the centers of power and

is book is that history. e authors—Judith Machen, wealth, its inhabitants did not escape the e ects of the
Ellen McGehee, and Dorothy Hoard—hope that readers coming of the railroads, the two world wars, the Depres-
will become as fascinated with the story of homesteadingsion, the rise of an industrial America, or the transition
on the Pajarito Plateau as the writers did. It is a story ~ from subsistence to cash economies. e homesteaders’
relevant not only to the families of the homesteaders ~ response and adaptation to these events is as much an
but to a much larger audience as well. Homesteading  integral part of their story as is their response and adap-
embodied some of the most deeply held values of our tation to the harsh conditions on the Pajarito Plateau.
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